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Search The Word Detective and our family of websites:
This is the easiest way to find a column on a particular word or phrase.





  
    
    
    
    
    
  







To search for a specific phrase, put it between quotation marks.




 



		
			

 




 


		
			
 




 



		
Comments are OPEN.

			We deeply appreciate the erudition and energy of our commenters. Your comments frequently make an invaluable contribution to the story of words and phrases in everyday usage over many years.

Please note that comments are moderated, and will sometimes take a few days to appear.



		
			 

 





		
			 

 





 

 


		

			

Not Found

Sorry, but you are looking for something that isn't here.



	

				
Please support
The Word Detective







by Subscribing. 







 


Follow us on Twitter!

Follow @word_detective


 



 



 

		
Makes a great gift!  Click cover for more.

			

400+ pages of science questions answered and explained for kids -- and adults!

FROM ALTOIDS TO ZIMA, by Evan Morris





		
			 

 





 

 


		
			 

 





 

 


		


	
    
    

 

We depend on you!
Please support The Word Detective by Subscribing.
 


Copyright © 2024 Evan Morris & Kathy Wollard - All Rights Reserved


Powered by WordPress & Atahualpa    
        
    11 queries. 0.350 seconds.    

    
    
    Switch to our mobile site












    














